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Northampton

consumption, population, and 

even school enrollment were 

measured and shown graphi-

cally. In both cases the new pro-

posals showed a significant ad-

vancement in planning along 

with equally significant conser-

vation of natural resources. 

In Sussex County, DAWN under-

took a massive campaign to ed-

ucate the public about the coun-

ty’s shortcomings. The Sussex 

Heart and Soul campaign asked 

county residents to send photos 

of the things that make Sussex 

County the place they want to 

live. This work culminated in an 

early summer workshop to show 

how the changes in landscape 

mesh with what its residents de-

sire and to contemplate alterna-

tives. The forward-thinking work 

in Worcester, Accomack, and 

Northampton counties has also 

allowed planning professionals 

in Sussex to point to these neigh-

bors when showing elected offi-

cials what is possible on the 

peninsula. The Coastal Bays Pro-

gram took on this work mainly 

because its Chincoteague, Isle of 

Wight, and Assawoman Bay wa-

tersheds extend into surround-

ing states. But the work has 

taken on more than a water 

quality component with the data 

from the DAWN work and has 

increased the interest of resi-

dents who think the shore’s leg-

acy should be preserved. The 

work shows that historically, 

people seldom get what they 

want in planning.  Through this 

effort, these four counties are 

working together to change that 

tendency.

Visit www.mdcoastalbays.org 

to learn more about this and 

other MCBP efforts.

EPA’s National Estuary Program 

(NEP) is a unique and successful 

coastal watershed-based program 

established in 1987 under the 

Clean Water Act Amendments.  

The NEP involves the public and 

collaborates with partners to pro-

tect, restore, and maintain the wa-

ter quality and ecological integrity 

of 28 estuaries of national signifi-

cance located in 18 coastal states 

and Puerto Rico. 

For more information about the 

NEP go to www.epa.gov/owow/

estuaries.


