











VL Summary

The sites selected for the Ocean City and Vicinity Water Resources Study have little to no
opportunity for containing National Register eligible cultural resources. In fact, the severe disturbance
noted at most of the sites suggest that no cultural resources exist.

The only exception to the above statement was noted at the Ocean Pines Saltmarsh Restoration
Sites, which in fact, did retain both well-drained soils and an adjacent saltmarsh. Testing, however, failed
to identify the presence of any cultural resources at this location. Therefore, the Corps determined that the
proposed environmental restoration of the Ocean City area will have no effect on cultural resources, and
no further cultural resource investigations are justified for this project.
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Parris N. Glendening, Governor
Patricia J. Payne, Secretary

Office of Preservation Services
January 21, 1996

Mr. Steve Dawson

Department of the Environment

Salisbury District Court
Multi-Service Building

201 Baptist Street, Suite 22

Salisbury, MD 21801-4969

Re: Ocean Pines, Worcester
County

Dear Mr. Dawson:

This office has reviewed a draft of the following report:
Phase I Archeological Survey of a 90 _Acre Parcel, Ocean Pines,

Worcester County, Maryland (December 1995; received 16 January

~ 1996). Thunderbird Archeological Associates, Inc., prepared the
document on behalf of Balfour Holding Company.

The report clearly presents the survey'’s goals, methods, and
results. it reflects detailed archival research, including an
examination of the historical chain of title; and it addresses the
Standards and Guidelines for Archeological Investigations in
Maryland (Shaffer and Cole 1994). 1In our opinion, the level of
background research and fieldwork was sufficient to identify the
full range of archeological properties in the area of potential

effects.

The survey discovered seven archeological sites and several
isolated historical artifacts. The latter cultural materials lack
significant research potential, are ineligible for the Maryland
Register of Historic Properties, and warrant no further study.
Archeological sites located during the survey include:

» 18WO168: 26 x 26m; late nineteenth to early twentieth centuries;
bricks, concrete floors, metal brackets and rods, corrugated tin
roofing, window frame, ceramic and glass sherds; bulldozed mounds
of soil; possible lumbering or farming site with domestic

artifacts.

b~ Division of Historical and Cultural Programs
100 Community Place ® Crownsville, Maryland 21032 » (410) 514-_F 632
EQUAL HOUSING The Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) pledges to foster
OPPORTUNITY the letter and spirit of the law for achieving equal housing opportunity in Maryland.



Mr. Steve Dawson
January 21, 1996
Page 2

» 18WO1l69: 15 x 23 m; late eighteenth to early nineteenth
centuries (?); fragments of brick, mortar, and nails; ceramic
sherd; possible refuse dump.

» 18W0170: 11 x 11 m; prehistoric and early nineteenth century;
chert and jasper flakes; historical ceramics and glass; prehistoric
site of transient tool resharpening/historical field scatter.

» 18WO171: 61 x 76 m; 1late nineteenth to early twentieth
centuries; ceramics and glass; domestic site.

> 18WO172: 30 x 30 m; late nineteenth to early twentieth
centuries; brick feature with iron rods, cut and wire nails, glass
and metal tubing; evidence of grading; possible lumbering or
farming site.

» 18W0173: 30 x 30 m; mid-nineteenth century; bricks, ceramics,
and glass sherds; domestic site.

» 18W0174: 3 x 3 m; Middle Woodland period (ca. 500 B.C. - A.D.
1200); Wolf Neck Net-Marked ceramics; sherd scatter (?).

The available data indicate that for reasons of either sparse
artifacts, questionable or compromised integrity, or relatively
recent age (for the historical sites), none of the identified sites
can provide significant information on Worcester County’s past.
Therefore, sites 18W0168, 18W0169, 18W0170, 18W0171, 18WO1l72,
18wW0173, and 18W0l74 are ineligible for the Maryland Register and
warrant no additional study.

We have the following comments on the draft report itself; and
the consultant should address these issues in a revised document:

1) The reference for "Gardner (1995)" on page 1 should be contained
in the bibliography.

2) The report needs to state where artifacts and records deriving
from the project will be permanently curated (cf. 9).

3) It appears that Innerlinks had six rather than seven survey
areas (see pp. 29-32; Figure 2).

4) Page 63 should refer to Site 18W0173.

S) The label for 18WO0O173 in Figure 41 apparently should be located
in the center of Area 6 (cf. p. 65).

6) Minor editing is needed on pages 10 (for varying distances), 30
(Wolfe Neck Net Marked), and 75 ("crumbs').
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